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GT1 User Manual 
 
Congratulations on the purchase of your new GT1 guitar amplifier.  
 
Matamp takes great care producing hand made, high quality professional equipment that 
delivers exceptional tone. We want you to get the most from your amplifier so please take the 
time to read the following manual. The Matamp tone is extremely dynamic, natural and offers 
exceptional clarity - probably unlike any other amp you have tried. It can take awhile to adapt 
your playing and ears to the revealing nature of the amp so do allow some time to get used 
to the way that it sounds and operates, once you have you will not look back! 
 
Your new amplifier has the following features: 

 
· Dual Mode operation (high gain master volume or low gain non-master volume) 
·  Pentode / Triode Switch 
·  80 Watts (nominal output – this is based on a totally clean output) 
·  Effects loop 

 
 
 
 

Important Safety Notices 
 

· There are no user serviceable parts inside your amplifier.  
· There are lethal voltages inside the case 

 
Do not under any circumstance remove the amplifier from its outer box to reveal the 
electronics, rest assured no other amp is made to Matamp standards! Refer all servicing 
including valve replacement to qualified engineers, this amp is fixed bias and will need the 
bias checking when the output valves are changed. Valve amplification runs at very high 
voltage and can kill even when turned off. 
 

Please disconnect from the mains electricity supply  when not in use. 
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Rear Panel  
Mains input  
 

 
 
Your amplifier should only be connected to the mains using a power cord with an earth 
connection. For Japan this is fixed at 100v. The fuses should be 6.15A Mains and 1.6A 
(Quick Blow) HT 
 
 
Power (Pentode / Triode) Switch   
 
This switch allows the user to reduce the output of the amplifier by switching the power 
valves from operation to triode operation. This has the effect of cutting the output almost by 
half. This will again allow for power stage overdrive to be achieved at lower volume levels. 
 
NB Care should be taken to stop playing and reduce the volume setting on the amp before 
changing the power sweitch as there will be a "thump" when operated. 
 
 
Speaker Outputs 
 

 
 
 
The GT1 is fitted with 6 speaker output jacks. These are arranged as 2x4� , 2x8� , 2x16�  
(� =R). These jacks are wired in parallel. It is very important to have a speaker connect all 
the time the amplifier is switched on to avoid expensive repairs!  
 
 
To make it easy: 
 
4�  Socket – this should be used to connect to a 4�� cab or to a pair of 8�  cabs 
8�  �Socket – this should be used to connect to an 8�� cab or to a pair of 16�  cabs 
16�  �Socket – this should be used to connect to a 16�  cab. 
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Front Panel 
 
Inputs 
 

 
 
 
The top socket is the Low input – use this for less gain and cleaner tones. 
The bottom socket is the High input – use this for maximum gain and overdrive 
 
 
Voice Control 
 

 
 

 
 
This is a five position rotary switch. It allows the user to alter how the low end of the amplifier 
is voiced. More bottom end will thicken up a single coil guitar while less will stop a 
humbucker loaded guitar from sounding muddy. 
 
In position1 (fully to the left) the sound is thick and “bassy”. The sound gradually becomes 
thinner as the control is turned to the right. There is also a noticeable drop in volume level as 
the control is turned to the right – use this to change the overdrive character of the amp.  
 
 
Volume/Gain 
 
 
This dial controls the initial preamp gain stage of the amplifier. Turning the dial to the left will 
produce a cleaner, quieter sound, while turning to the right will provide a louder sound that 
will stay clean for about the first two-thirds of the dial, but then produces a wonderfully warm 
and gentle break up finally ending up with a glorious “crunch” towards the far right of the dial. 
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Tone Controls 
 

 
 
There are four basic tone controls: 
 
Bass  – controls the level of the bass frequencies 
Middle  – controls the level of the middle frequencies 
Treble  – controls the level of the higher frequencies 
Presence  - adds more "sparkle" to the sound.  
 
The Matamp tone controls have a vast range but they are interactive i.e. turning the bass 
control fully to the right will not only increase the level of bass in the signal, it will also reduce 
the level of higher frequencies. This means that the best way to adjust these controls is to 
use small increments until the desired sound is achieved. Used in conjunction with the voice 
switch you can go from classic crunch to thick stoner tones easily. For example try reducing 
the bass with the voice control and increasing the bass with the EQ and you should find the 
amp still has lots of bass but sounds punchier and tighter, turn up the treble and the low mid 
will be slightly scooped and you should be getting a great classic rock crunch. Max the voice 
control to full bass and more of a stoner tone is evident. 
 
Many Matamp users have found it useful to keep notes of favourite tone settings for future 
reference.  
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Master Volume 
 

 
 
The master volume on the GT1 can be defeated, this also removes one stage of valve gain 
from the amp. With the master on the amp works as a traditional GTL master volume head, 
turn the master off and you have a non-master amp with less preamp drive, like a GTO. For 
cleaner tones and classic rock crunch (at high volume) turn the master off and control the 
amp using the volume pot. 
 
Take care not to turn the master off by accident as  you turn the amp down as it will be 

very loud!  
 

 
 

FX Loop 
 

 
 
 

The FX loop send and return run at line level with high impedance. It works well with many 
rack effects and some pedals (Large Line 6 and Boss pedals for example). It is a serial loop 
and is not buffered. By using the effects loop you are breaking the connection between pre 
and power amp and some tone loss will occur, how much depends on the quality of 
connected equipment. 

 
 

Power and Mute Switches 
 

The GT1 has a main power switch on the right hand side under the neon indicator light. Next 
to it is a mute switch that can be used to silence the amplifier when not in use. 


